






● Identity
● Each student brings a unique perspective, peer 

learning, inclusion, diversity of voices and 
perspectives, giving voice to underrepresented 
communities

● To support diverse perspectives, pace of 
understanding, and to get new ideas

● Equity
● improve their speaking
● Elevating perspectives
● Fairness; non-biased analysis;
● Learning from the students!
● So they can learn & grow. So we can learn & grow 

from them.
● More creative process of engagement
● Helps them feel connected
● diverse representation and inclusion

Build upon the cognitive diversity for better learning 
impact

● Different experiences create a rich learning 
environment

● Confidence
● Highlight thei singularity and perspective of the world
● Check for understanding
● Inclusion and being part of the conversation
● Serves as feedback to guide instruction
● Belonging to the community, engaging with the 

material
● More perceives = more learning opportunities

● Synergistic learning
● Harder to judge otherwise whether learning outcomes are being met
● Inclusivity
● It brings richness of experience that makes the collective understanding 

of the material stronger
● Feeling of agency
● Engagement
● It creates an inclusive and psychologically safe environment
● diversity improves outcomes
● Better outcomes and decisions with more voices contributing
● Diverse perspectives
● all perspectives can be heard
● Provides learning opportunities, opens dialogue
● Diversity of views
● Equity
● Must hear all pov
● Broaden perspectives
● Diversity of perspectives
● Perspectives
● For stronger learning outcomes
● Peer learning
● Active learning
● Diversity of viewpoints!
● Diversity in opinions is important
● Diverse viewpoints
● Engagement
● Equity
● Inclusive
● diversity

Why is it important to you for all students to be able to voice their perspectives, questions, etc. in the classroom?



Leveraging 
Technologies to 
Give Everyone a 

Voice
2024 HILT Conference

September 20, 2024 



Agenda: 

1. Ice Breaker 
2. Introductions 
3. Faculty Speakers 
4. Small Group Discussion  



Acknowledgement of Land and People

“Harvard University is located on the 
traditional and ancestral land of the 
Massachusett, the original inhabitants of what 
is now known as Boston and Cambridge. We 
pay respect to the people of the Massachusett 
Tribe, past and present, and honor the land 
itself which remains sacred to the 
Massachusett People.”



Welcome! 

Esther Brandon 
• Harvard Medical School 
• Associate Director for Teaching

 and Learning Technologies

Christine D'Auria
• Derek Bok Center for Teaching 

and Learning 
• Assistant Director of the 

Learning Lab



Learning Objectives 

1. Reflect on the importance of including all 
students’ perspectives in the classroom.

2. Consider the barriers to student participation 
in the traditional classroom.

3. Learn about existing technologies that 
instructors can use to gather student 
perspectives and share them in real time.

4. Develop strategies that lower the barrier to 
entry for students to participate in class.

5. Deploy technology as a low-stakes 
assessment of student learning. 



Rebecca and Charles Nesson

Weld Professor of Law 
Harvard Law School 

Dean for Academic Programs and 
Associate Senior Lecturer on 

Computer Science
School of Engineering and 

Applied Sciences



Senior Lecturer in Applied Physics
School of Engineering and Applied Science

• Cofounder of Perusall

Kelly Miller



Teddy Svoronos

Senior Lecturer of Public Policy
Harvard Kennedy School

● Cofounder of Teachly and PingPong



Small Group Discussion: Implementation  

Share 

1 minute

1-2 brave individuals share 
their ideas with the room.
 

Think

1 minute

How do you see implementing 
an aspect of these 
technologies or pedagogies 
into your own teaching 
practice? 

Pair

3 minutes

Discuss your answers with 
someone sitting next to you.




